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→ Digital and media literacy for Adult Women with foreign National backgrounds
An innovative project concept that wants to develope the active inclusion
competencies of an isolated and overlooked population group
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Partner seach: eduactional institutions and public organizations with a lot of visons and courage from 4 or 5 european countries
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We are beginning to develope a new kind of e-learning practice, that is really challenging. The background for this initiative is, that many european countries have a lot af women aging from 15 to 60, that comes from foreign cultures and have great difficulties with their double cultured life: they often live in families that preserve the foreign traditions, but they have children that try to integrate themselves in the modern european culture.
So these women are kind of caught between these very different and often antagonistic cultures.

They are usually not involved in the cultural or educational environments in the community and many of them do not have a an education or a job – and if so, it is very often jobs with no possibilities of personal developement or fulfillment.

We would like to challenge the new media and the new learning concepts by changing the focus: away from the educational institutions and towards the families and every day lives of these women.

Thus we would try to take some real steps in the direction of lifelong learning for all.

We regard the project as extremely relevant for a lot of european communities and we are, of course, open to elaborations on the concepts in cooperation with our future partners.

The concept would certainly work for populations groups with similar problems.

Our idea is to approach groups of these women through local networks and offer them to join a new kind of personal development environment for 4 to 6 months, where they in a safe and supportive way can work with:
· living bewteen two or more cultures

· language problems

· lack of media literacy

· lack of communication and articulation in the community
· isolation in relation to education and jobs.

This is, of course, an inclusion project, but we would like to take one step further, because these environments should be focused on developing the personal interest in, the will to and the ability of these woman to include themselves (personal development competencies, media literacy).
The project can also be seen both as an attempt to activate an isolated part of the population (democracy, women’s participation) and an attempt to work on integration in another way than the traditional appoaches (integration).

The project demands very hard and innovative pedagogical work, the creation of very special and target group sensitive online environments and very high quality learning materials.

The concept also requires the traning of teachers as mentors in the guidance and couselling of these specific target groups. So the project is also about teacher training and teacher roles.
We openly admit our scource of inspiration: the learning concepts of the MIT Media Lab in Boston. These learning concepts are used in relation to underserved youth around the world– and we will try to use them in a modified way in relation to women with foreign backgrounds.
The key concepts are:

· confronting low educated foreign woman with the modern multimedia and communication technology
· creating a learning environment based on the personal interests and talents of these women

· learning and working with the women, not teaching them.

We will try to get financially support for this complex project in two ways. We are trying to finance the production of netbased multimedia materials through the Danish Ministry of Education (that runs a program that supports the development of innovative learning productions) and we are trying to finance the development of the environments and the flow of activities through the EU Grundtvig program.

The Social and Health Care School in Aarhus Denmark has a lot of pedagogical and social experience with these groups of people and the school has established an in house pedagogical multimedie production team.
For expression of interest in relation to this project, please contact e-learning consultant Jan Gejel on
jan.gejel@skolekom.dk.
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