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The modern technological society tends 

to develop metropols and centralisation.

For very many years the 

small islands surrounding the 

european continent have suffered 

from the loss of youth, education and jobs.

Now, perhaps, the same technology can

offer the tools for a reversion of this

tendency.

Many of the small island

communities around Europe 

are beginning to discuss what 

e-learning and new media can do for 

the population and for the future culture of these islands...

But what about the european dimension? The problems of the different islands are very much the same. Why don’t we try to look at these islands and these problems as the islands and problems of Europe ?

Could we integrate an important european dimension from the very start of the efforts to change the fate of these islands?

Perhaps the integration of the european dimension could mean a much more offensive strategy: not just to keep people from leaving the islands, but to make it attractive to live, learn and work on an E-island?

How could we, then, try to do this in practice?

Perhaps by the carrying out of these actions:

· a small group of interested people from some of the islands agree on establishing an online dialogue
· this dialogue aims at the building of a small key partnership
· this partnership produces financial support from the EU commission for an 

E-island seminar

· this seminar discusses the problems of the islands and sets up goals for a pilot project, that explores the possible strategic use of e-learning and new media to support a positive development of the island communities

· the seminar establishes a partnership and this partnership produces a 

pilot project funded by the most relevant EU program.

What should the european dimension be about?

The future partnership will of course decide on the content and goals of such a development project, but we believe that there will be a common interest in working with the following themes:                                   
· the modern history of the european islands
· the problems of the demographic development of the islands: population structur, educational possibilities, job possibilities
→
· how can e-learning and the new media contribute to the development of the islands?

· how can we develop learning environments that preserve the diversity, the historical identities and the cultural integrity of the islands?
· how can we improve, through IT, the exercise of a distant citizenship?

· how can we give practical and institutional meaning to the concept of 
E-islands?

· how can we develop offensive strategies supported by the new media, that makes it attractive to be an E-learner and an E-worker on an 
E-island?
What will the partner islands gain from the project and the transnational cooperation?

Of course most of the specific development actions should be decided on and carried out locally – on the different islands.

But if we succeed in integrating the european dimension in the processes right from the beginning and in defining the problems of the islands as european and not just national problems, then the partner islands will benefit from:

· a lot of inspiration to carry out local innovative experiments

· access to a lot of pedagogical, technical and cultural ressources and to ressourceres providing teacher online competencies

· the motivation that lies in letting the learners and teachers participate in online dialogues with colleagues from other cultures throughout Europe

· the possibility of the teachers’ transnational online cooperation
· a very constructive transnational dialogue on the solving of the very complex demographical and cultural problems of the islands

· the possibility of financial support within a transnational EU project

· the development of future projects on e-learning an education within transnational partnerships

· the possibility of exchanging learners and teachers between the partner islands

· the reinforcement of a european identity in the outermost regions of Europe

· and last but not least: the many side effects emerging from such transnational projects...

When we are going to discuss in Denmark what e-learning and new media can do for the specific and complex problems of the smaller islands, then we will do so on the basis of the following principles:

· the problems will not be solved simply by implementing mainstream 

e-learning based on large scale concepts

· the development of new learning environments must be based on an understading of the history and culture of the islands and of the specific needs of the different population groups

· the content and methods of the learning processes must be able to preserve the cultural values and identites of the islands

· the projects must be carried out in cooperation with local educational, public and cultural organisations

· the projects should support a lot of local, national and transnational communication, because communication is the key to fight isolation, to learning and to build networks

· the projects and partnerships should be developed with patience and quality, not by rushing into unreflected solutions.
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A project idea presenting a great challenge to e-learning and the new media: can they support the development og new learning and job possibilities and fight the depopulisation of the small islands of Europe ?











