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From playing to learning 
or
from kindergarten to school:
how do I manage ?
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The e-learning department of the Social- and Health Care School in Aarhus DK is in cooperation with the pedagogical department of the municipality of Aarhus City developing a pilotproject about childrens’ learning to manage the important change of environment from kindergarten and playing to school and learning.
The modern world challanges the children with a lot of changes. And the child will have to learn to handle these changes, because the society to not anymore provide clear answers to questions like: who am I, what will I become ?
Many children find it very difficult to manage the change from the playing to the learning world and thus from the playing institutiones to the educational institutions. If they handle this change badly, the children will experience a lot of problems in the first years of school.
The problems of change are about feelings, friendships, relations to the adults, selfesteem, personal identity and continuity.

In Aarhus there has been a lot of focus on these challenges within the last couple of years.
We are now developing a pilot project that seeks new ways of managing the changes in an active and creative way, that also support the media fluency of the participants. 

The basic idea is to establish a cooperation between the kindergartens and the schools and to use the last two months of the kindergarten for the 5 or 6 years old children to carry out multimedia projects about their kindergarten experience. We will use personal storytelling and multimedia to let the different children express their different personal experiences and their hopes and anxieties about the new world of school.
The adults in both institutions will be trained in multimedia storytelling and will be mentored and guided online and face to face during the time of the projects.
The childrens multimedia productions will be used in the first time of school to get the new adults to know the children and to get the children to know each other. During this proces they will develop the multimedie productions further and integrate their first school experiences.
The mail purpose of the two project phases is to support the children’s ability to express their own experiences, thoughts and feelings.
We believe that this could be the first steps in lifelong learning and in the continuous development of a personal portfolio.
The multimedia productions and their storytelling will be presented on the children’s project website and they will have access to go on editing their productions and to express new experiences.

We also hope that this pilot project will result in a creative model of managing important changes of environments, a best practice model – for the childen and for youth in general.
For expression of interest or further information please contact
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