Grundtvig 1 General projects 

PARENTING IN MULTICULTURAL EUROPEAN CITIES

DRAFT 1

Judith James & Jean Preece, Swansea University, October 5th 2005 




1. Project content

1.1 Why is the project needed? Explain the rationale and the background of the project.
‘Across the Union, much of the discussion about alternative family forms has focused on the critical issue of the consequences of family breakdown, in particular the risk of poverty, low educational achievement, underemployment and other forms of social exclusion that tend to be associated with lone parenting following divorce. The ‘Parenting in multicultural European Cities’ project will focus on adult education for socially excluded, marginalized or disadvantaged citizens, integrated with refugees, asylum seekers, migrant workers and Roma families. 
1.2 The theme of the project will be ‘Intercultural awareness of parenting’. The project will enhance the quality and European dimension of adult education, improving the accessibility of learning opportunities for disadvantaged adults, improving the management, content and delivery of their learning and ensuring policy changes reflect their needs, especially those of refugees, asylum seekers, migrant workers and Roma people. There are policy challenges from the changing relationship between women and employment, due to the need for women to replace an ageing workforce.
‘the growing participation of women in the labour force is welcomed as part of the solution to the problem of the age imbalance in the population, it is also seen as part of the problem, by making women less available for childrearing and contributing to the deficit in family caring….Policies that seek to promote the economic activity of parents may divert attention away from the best interests of children.’ (1)
Family structures are changing, with an increase in lone parenting, combined with an increase in women working that reduces the time available for childcare. There is a concern that the increase in early teenage delinquency and school exclusions may be related to inadequate parenting. ‘The way parents bring up their children has become a matter of increasing public and professional concern. There is strong interest in defining the elements of successful parenting so that all parents can help their children reach their potential and lead a fulfilling life. There is also a drive to prevent parenting failure and family breakdown, especially as manifested by child abuse and the rising tide of antisocial behaviour in children and young people.’(2) 

 ‘The current interest in parenting arises as a result of the apparent increase in behavioural problems, child abuse and neglect, juvenile crime, and delinquency. The emergence of social problems is accompanied by explanations that, as they did at the turn of the century, focus on individual rather than societal causes. Our starting point is simple; parenting cannot be understood, and neither can interventions to support effective parenting and successful childrearing be planned, unless it is placed within its economic, social, historical, and political context.’ (3)
1.3. Project objectives: Project partners are European Cities with a need to encourage integration as part of their regeneration strategy. Developing intercultural awareness needs to involve disadvantaged adults from the resident communities as much as refugees, asylum seekers, migrant workers and Roma people. Recruiting indigenous disadvantaged adults to enable intercultural dialogue and integrated learning can be problematic. This project will focus on Parenting in Modern Europe, as a learning theme of common interest across cultures. The project does not intend to develop parenting interventions, but to work with groups of disadvantaged and target group beneficiaries to identify their shared and different intercultural views on parenting, identify existing support mechanisms available to assist parents in difficult environments and envisage the policy changes and support mechanisms that would assist parenting in multicultural European cities. ‘If we are concerned with building support for interventions aimed at supporting poor families in particular, this suggests that politicians and anti-poverty campaigners need to highlight the evidence of how mothers and fathers struggle to be good parents to their children despite the difficulties of their circumstances. They also need to demonstrate how good parenting is not usually enough to overcome the hurdles poverty places in the way of children. As Michael Rutter (1974) famously expressed it, 'Good parenting requires certain permitting circumstances. There must be the necessary life opportunities and facilities. Where these are lacking even the best parents may find it difficult to exercise their skills'. (4) Where restrictions on opportunities or a lack of facilities are identified, the parents’ groups will be empowered to convey their findings to policy makers, both locally, regionally and at a European level. 
‘For all children, the quality of the home learning environment is more important for intellectual and social development than parental occupation, education or income. What parents do is more important than who parents are.’(5).
1.4 OUTCOMES: 
Intercultural comparative study within integrated city groups of indigenous and immigrant beneficiaries will begin by examining the different expectations & practices surrounding childhood in their selected cultures. Beneficiaries will then undertake a survey of the various parental support agencies /mechanisms for parents available in their city and describe when and how they are effective, creating a city-specific ‘Orientation for new parents.’ 

Local training for beneficiaries: Each partner will develop a new module or refine an existing module for the project, designed to be piloted locally and shared transnationally, resulting in 7 modules, translated for use in 7 countries. Equal Opportunities training will be embedded in each new module. Modules could include ‘Working in multicultural childcare settings’, ’European citizenship and parents’, Human Rights for children’ etc. Also training will be available providing the skills, language and signposting parents need to support their children’s education. Comparing histories of the development of educational opportunities will lead to an understanding and clear description of the current legal situations for education, exclusion and child labour in the city they reside in. Developing sociological understanding of extended, nuclear, and lone parent family structures, beneficiaries will explore the varieties of family structures in a modern multicultural society. Study of children’s and parent’s rights from a philosophical point of view will develop skills of logic, argument and deduction, and an understanding of the importance of developing these skills in their children. Child psychology will enable parents to understand and prepare for the changing needs of children and teenagers, including those adapting to new cultures. Dealing with difficult or challenging behaviour and conflict management will be another option. The project will include intergenerational learning. Topics such as ‘Childhood Games over three generations’ provide cultural and intergenerational comparison. Social history ‘Family Trees’ and verbal images of a particular age ‘When I was fourteen ….’, comparing three generations and different cultural and ethnic roots. A Multimedia local history project ‘Capturing Lives’ will record voices and images of the past and present, accompanied by the creation of a time-capsule. Partners will explore one example of these.Joint work in preparing the multicultural ‘Orientation for new parents’ (for new people coming to the city as well as for new parents), will clarify existing knowledge and understanding of systems, choices, and support available. All agencies providing parenting support within the City will be engaged in providing input.
Multilingual language learning with a focus on the needs of parenting will be a part of this process, with all new (immigrant) languages as well as regional languages being exchanged and a translation guide being produced. Each City Orientation would decide on its own format, whether to produce a booklet, a CD and /or a video introduction to that city. Parents working on the guide would decide what to include.

TRANSNATIONAL WORK AND OUTCOMES: 

Transnational activity will take place at all levels, including project managers, workers and beneficiaries, using video conferencing and other new technologies where physical travel is not feasible. Equal opportunities and diversity training will underpin every activity.

A ‘Parents’ European Symposium’ will be hosted in two European cities during the first and third years of the project and delegations of beneficiary parents from participating cities will attend. The first symposium (year 1) will be addressed by experts in the selected topics for discussion, which could range from teenage delinquency to early childhood studies. The parents will decide on the themes and will organise and manage the symposium, including all speakers, workshops, travel and accommodation arrangements. This will provide confidence –building and organisational skills development. The second symposium (year 3) will be an exchange of completed City Orientations and compilation of language translation guides, evaluation of exchanged modules, discussion workshops on emerging themes. It will culminate in a Presentation to Invited European Policy Makers enabling the parents to disseminate their views on policy changes which would support parenting in a European multicultural city.
Transnational work will also produce a multicultural ‘Guide to Parenting in Europe’ which will be launched at the second Parents’ Symposium. This will involve joint working around children’s and parents rights and responsibilities, including information about the different cultural expectations surrounding childhood and parenting as informed by the contributing multicultural students. It will include an analysis of the difficulties facing children and parents facing living in a new culture, with intercultural comparisons on education, work and leisure. A glossary of the language needs of parenting will be attached, compiled from the city ‘Orientations’. Common themes which emerge during the comparison of the City Orientations will be explored and relevant issues will be included. The transnational Guide to Parenting in Europe will also be in CD and web-based format and equal opportunities will be embedded in all aspects of its production.
These local Orientations and the ‘Guide to Parenting in Europe’ will be useful to support workers across Europe in their understanding and assistance for refugees, asylum seekers, migrant workers and Roma people. 

PROCESS as an outcome 

The process of comparing cultural attitudes, mores and rules around parenting will promote intercultural awareness and tolerance. Developing an understanding of equal opportunities will provide the core focus for exploration. Local knowledge of systems for education, health and welfare will be shared and understanding of Children’s and Parents’ Rights will be increased. 

Evaluation of the process will be undertaken by the project managers from the start of the project, so that the soft outcomes of the project are measured. A Report on Soft Outcomes will be written during the third year of the project, based on the formative evaluation undertaken by all project managers in each city. A Summative Evaluation of the project will be undertaken by one partner.
Research papers: Three research papers will be produced by partners and associated researchers during the project. Areas examined could include (generally) integration, parenting by marginalized groups and intercultural exchange as an empowering tool in adult education.

1.5 Activities and timetable: Parenting in Multicultural European Cities.

	YEAR 
	aCTIVITIES
	Output

	Year 1
	3 Project meetings, (project plan, evaluation plan, dissemination plan).
Recruiting  pilot groups of parents by partners which are adult education providers.(Not all partners will have pilot groups)

First ‘Parents European Symposium’


	3 plans
Groups formed and transnational communications established

1 Symposium



	Year 2
	3 project meetings, (research groups, soft outcomes, project progress,)
Adult education for parents: modules piloted and evaluated, transnational comparison of efficacy
Surveys of parental support available in City undertaken: transnational comparison of findings and emergent 
themes
Languages of parenting undertaken: transnational agreement on scope of ‘parenting language’ guides

City Orientations prepared on agreed transnational model , to local specification
Transnationally (using ICT)  prepare Guide to Parenting in Europe


	2 reports
3 research 
groups formed

3-5 modules piloted and evaluated

 7 surveys

7 language guides

7 City Orientations

Multicultural guide

	YEAR
	ACTIVITIES
	OUTPUT

	Year 3
	Project meeting:  Dissemination.
Second ‘Parents Symposium’ to compare/exchange of completed City Orientations and compilation of language translation guides, evaluation of exchanged modules, discussion workshops on emerging themes. It will culminate in a Presentation to Invited European Policy Makers enabling the parents to disseminate their views on policy changes which would support parenting in a European multicultural city. Launch of multicultural ‘Guide to Parenting in Europe’
Second project meeting: Research and Evaluation
‘Next steps’ guidance for participant parents to provide Adult Educational Guidance and encourage further participation and activity.

Final Project meeting

	Dissemination activity

Symposium

Language Guide

Modules

Workshops

Presentation to Policy Makers

Guide to Parenting in Europe

3 Research papers, evaluation report.

On-going tracking of beneficiaries and impact measurement of programme.

Final Report


1.6 Target groups The target groups are refugees and asylum seekers, migrant workers and Roma people. Indigenous disadvantaged adults will also be beneficiaries of the programme as it is intended to work in integrated groups. By addressing policy issues affecting parenting in multicultural European cities it is anticipated that all migrant parents in Europe will benefit indirectly. Support workers for the target groups will benefit from the provision of the City orientations, with the accompanying language translation guides. Policy makers will benefit because they will be presented with researched, relevant and topical information about suggested policy changes that could make a difference to the lives of the actual people presenting the evidence.
1.7 Pedagogical concepts and methodological approaches. The approach will be participative and interactive, with the aim of empowering beneficiaries to take control of their learning and of some organisation of project activities (symposiums, travel, surveys, production of Orientations.) Participants will be given the training they require in order to undertake these activities, integrated with consideration of philosophical, sociological, historical and philosophical aspects of parenting.
1.8 Innovative aspects of the project : The integration of groups of disadvantaged indigenous adults with asylum seekers, refugees, migrant workers or Roma people to work on intercultural exchange is innovative. The development of an opportunity for disadvantaged parents to work together across Europe and develop a consensus about policy affecting parenting is innovative, as is the provision of an opportunity for these parents to address policy makers immediately, within the context of a symposium that they have designed and organised. The development of City Orientations for new parents and of a European Guide for parenting in Europe is also innovative. The project will provide an opportunity to dispel the individualisation of notions of poor parenting, replacing it with recognition of the impact that poverty and marginalization has on parenting potential.
The European dimension will give a voice to disadvantaged parents across Europe, including migrant parents who are facing additional difficulties because of relocation and lack of habitus (Bourdieu). Representatives of these parents will have the opportunity to disseminate directly to European policy makers, providing guidance for European policy makers regarding policy changes affecting parenting. The Guide to Parenting in Europe will provide a resource for relocating and new parents and for those working to support such parents. The accompanying Language Guide will have the same practical uses. 
1.9 Dissemination potential.  All partners are members of wider networks of adult education establishments in their regions, countries and across Europe. The majority of partners are members of the City Learning Net, a network of middle sized European cities with a common interest in adult education as a tool for regeneration. The research papers, project evaluation, soft outcomes evaluation and project report will all be disseminated through these networks by presentation at conferences and through publication. Cities which are members of the City Learning net but not involved in this project will be included in the dissemination.
 (1) FAMILIES, CHANGE AND SOCIAL POLICY IN EUROPE : Dublin, 13–14 May 2004‘Critical analysis of responses to family change: adapting the EU social policy agenda’ Linda Hantrais, European Research Centre, Loughborough University, UK
(2) ‘Intensive interventions to improve parenting ‘, Stephen Scott : Arch Dis Child 1998;79:90-93 ( July )
(3) ‘Social, economic, and political context of parenting’, Julie Taylor, Nick Spencer, Norma Baldwin Arch Dis Child 2000;82:113-120 ( February )

(4)Why Life Chances Matter:  Life Chances: What does the public really think about poverty? :Interim Report of the Fabian Commission on Life Chances and Child Poverty. Louise Bamfield , Research Fellow and Secretary to the Fabian Commission on Life Chances and Child Poverty  15/7/2005
(5) ‘The Effective Provision of Pre-School Education (EPPE) Project:Findings from Pre-school to end of Key Stage1 : Kathy Sylva, Edward Melhuish, Pam Sammons, Iram Siraj-Blatchford and Brenda Taggart,  Institute of Education, University of London, University of Oxford, Birkbeck, University of London, University of Nottingham. 2005
2. Partnership composition.
2.1.

2.2.

2.3. The partnership will be coordinated by the University of Wales Swansea. The internet dissemination will be by a link from the City Learning Net’s website, managed by the Danish partner in Aarhus. Each research group will be led by a different partner. The symposiums will be hosted in two different European cities. The City Learning Net partners met in Girona, Spain for two days to prepare outlines for projects and to form a partnership. The project consists of dedicated key partners who have already worked together and know each other. Partners represent a variety of adult education institutions, from a provider to marginalized adults, providers of childcare services, providers of information about childcare services, pedagogical department working with child and youth care, trainer of adult educators, trainers in health and social care, to a foundation for inter-ethnic human rights. This wide range of partners will allow the project to draw upon expertise from different spheres, enhancing the final outputs. The Inter-ethnic Initiative for Human Rights Foundation was identified form a partner search using the ‘part-base’ website. Partners come form a wide range of European countries including a partner form the ‘new’ member states.
3. Monitoring and evaluation. Monitoring of the achievement of objectives will be undertaken against an agreed work-plan with timescales, produced by the first project meeting. At each project meeting progress against the agreed objectives will be described and corrective action taken where there is slippage. Responsibility for specific developments will be allocated in the work-plan and reported at these meetings. Parent representatives from the city hosting each meeting will participate in the project meetings, as part of the empowering methodology. Parent groups will prepare reports (verbal if necessary)  to be presented by the parent representatives.Evaluation will be undertaken as a formative process throughout the project. Nominated project evaluators from each partner will provide local evaluation and work together to provide transnational evaluation. The project will evaluate soft outcomes including participants’ perceptions of development of intercultural awareness and the degrees of empowerment and integration developed by the process. A summative report will become the responsibility of one partner with contributions from each nominated evaluator.
4. Other aspects.
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