DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

1. Project content

1.1. Why is the project needed?

The ill-treatment of dependant old people is a social problem that affects the society as a whole and that despite not being new is still a concealed phenomenon that is necessary to disclose.

Ill-treatment violates individuals’ basic rights and it is the society as a whole, and particularly those professionals working in the health, social and legal services related, that can and must play an important role in preventing, denouncing and coping with this social blemish.
The information currently available reveals a low prevalence. Whilst in Spain there are no reliable data to estimate the importance of this problem, studies carried out in the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom though surveys found out that between 3% and 6% of over 65 years old suffered from physical or psychical ill-treatment o were abandoned on a regular basis
.

It can be stated that among the different forms of interpersonal violence the ill- treatment of dependant old people is the last form identified after violence against children and gender-based violence, in addition to violence generated by ethnic conflicts. 

Today’s society must commit itself to paying attention to this problem.

1.3. What are the objectives of the project?

General objective

To disclose the phenomenon of abuse and ill-treatment of dependant old people and to reduce its prevalence through awareness-raising measures and training measures targeted at those professionals directly or indirectly related to this problem and population.

Specific objectives

1. To collect and select the most relevant and updated information and knowledge about the problem of ill-treatment of dependant old people: its causes, its typologies and the elements involved.

2. To disseminate this knowledge amongst all the professionals directly or indirectly related to dependant old people through conferences, seminars o workshops, in order to make them more aware of the seriousness of neglectful or abusive attitudes towards this population.

3. To design a training module on the causes, elements and indicators related to ill-treatment of old people in order to detect and prevent such abuse. 

4. To design and implement a pilot course to train those professionals looking after dependant old people and to provide them with tools such as clear guidelines to act at each specific level in order to help them to detect, prevent and avoid any type of ill-treatment of this population.

5. To disseminate the project results through internet, including a) updated information about the phenomenon of ill-treatment; b) the documentation and pedagogic materials related to the training module for professionals; and c) the external evaluation.

1.4. What are the main outputs and products to be developed by the project?

1. An updated database with the most relevant information in the field of ill-treatment of dependant old people, both at the EU level and concerning each one of the countries involved in the project (research studies, articles, working documents, etc.) 

2. A conference and a seminar in each one of the participatory countries (in order to inform the professionals and commit them to the project so that they can make useful contributions that can be taken into account when designing the training module).
3. A handbook/guide for training these professionals, divided into two big chapters: 1) The visibilisation of ill-treatment of dependant old people or, in other words, an updated state of affairs; and 2) Instructions as to how to prevent and combat ill-treatment. This handbook will include the most important initiatives or examples of good practice which are currently being carried out as well as a selection of guidelines applied in a number of professional spheres.
4. A pilot training course targeted at the professionals in the fields of justice, health and social services.
5. An evaluation of the results achieved by comparison with the objectives pursued.
6. A website including the most relevant results of the project.
1.5. What are the main activities of the project?

1. A collection and selection of the most relevant information and data concerning the existence, causes and typologies of ill-treatment of dependant old people and the influential elements.

2. Organisation of a conference and a seminar in each one of the countries involved to be attended by the professionals in the fields of justice, health and social services.

3. Design of a handbook/guide as a training tool for the professionals concerned with dependant individuals in risk of being subjected to ill-treatment.

4. Organisation and implementation of a pilot course targeted at professionals from each one of the participatory countries.

5. Evaluation of the results achieved by comparison with the objectives pursued. 

6. Design and completion of a website where the most relevant documents and materials will be included.

1.6. What are the precise target groups which will be directly or indirectly benefited from the outputs/products and activities of the project?

1. The professionals in the fields of justice, health and social services, etc., who will take part in debates, seminars and awareness-raising and training courses about ill-treatments of dependant old people.

2. The dependant old people, since as the more aware, informed and trained the professionals involved are, the easier it will be to detect, to prevent and avoid those circumstances leading to the ill-treatment of dependant old people.

1.7. What are the main pedagogical concepts and methodological/didactical approaches underlying the project?

1.8. What do you consider to be innovative about the project? What is the European dimension of the project?

In the countries involved in the project there are hardly any initiatives focused on the development and implementation of specific training modules aimed at the ill-treatment of the elderly and intended for those professionals in the fields of justice, health and social services working with this population (at least in Spain there is no evidence of any course of this sort). 

Ill-treatment is a phenomenon which affects all the EU Member States to a greater or lesser extent. Approaching its prevention from a common European perspective by training the professionals involved is the main asset of the project in European terms. This European dimension also represents an important cost reduction and a saving of efforts particularly with regard to research and to the design and the development of training tools.

 1.9. What is the dissemination potential of the outputs, beyond the institutions participating in the partnership?

The need for this kind of training and the inadequate existence of documented experiences on it in most of the participatory countries and particularly in Spain
 is the main pole of attraction for most of the public and private institutions involved with dependant old people to be interested in the project results and in the opportunity to provide such a training for their professionals. This broad interest is a guarantee for a wide dissemination of the project amongst the institutions most active in this field, both in the countries participating in the project and in the EU as a whole. 
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